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NEWS ITEMS 

The California Historical Survey Commission, created as a 
State department in 1915, has already accomplished excellent re- 
sults. The survey of the county archives has been completed 
and will be made ready for the press during the next few months. 
Besides the archives much valuable material has been discovered 
in private collections. 

Two acts were passed at the last session of the California Leg- 
islature dealing with the work of the Commission. By one an 
appropriation of $12,500 was made to cover the expenses of the 
Commission for the next biennium. By the other act the powers 
and duties of the Commission were enlarged, provisions being 
made for the publication of the results of the survey and also 
extending its work to include an investigation of the history of 
the physical characteristics of the Franciscan missions of Cali- 
fornia. At a recent meeting in Los Angeles the Commission 
placed the general supervision of this work in the hands of Bev. 
Joseph M. Gleason of Palo Alto. For that phase of its work the 
Commission has tentatively set aside the sum of $2500. The 
members of the Commission are: Hon. John F. Davis, Chair- 
man: Professor Herbert E. Bolton; Mr. James M. Gwinn, and 
Mr. Owen C. Coy, Secretary. 

Dr. Charles W. Hackett, assistant editor of historical publica- 
tions at the University of California, has recently been appointed 
to carry on the work begun by the late Dr. Ad. F. Bandelier for 
the Carnegie Institution of Washington. At the time of his 
death Dr. Bandelier had gathered in Seville and Mexico several 
volumes of manuscript materials relating to the history of the 
Southwest, and to that of New Mexico in particular, during the 
sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. These manu- 
scrips will be translated and edited, with introductions and an- 
notations, and will be published by the Carnegie Institution. 

Due to war conditions and the impossibility of obtaining pass- 
ports to Spain this year, the two Native Sons traveling fellow- 
ships in Pacific Coast history, each of the value of $1500, have 
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been temporarily discontinued at the University of California. 
This year, however, four resident Native Sons fellows have been 
appointed to catalogue and edit materials already collected by 
former traveling fellows. 

Mr. Boseoe B. Hill, whose Descriptive Catalogue of the Docu- 
ments relating to the History of the United States in the Papeles 
Procedentes de Cuba deposited in the Archivo General de Indias 
at Seville was published recently by the Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, has resigned as head of the history department at 
the University of New Mexico in order to go into administrative 
work. 

Professor Chapman has arranged with the management of the 
Grizzly Bear Magazine to publish in that magazine such of the 
term papers of his class in California history as show research 
and fair literary style. Thus far the following items have ap- 
peared : Historical and reminiscent articles in the first twenty 
volumes of the Grizzly Bear Magazine, a bibliographical article by 
Miss Leslie Underhill (April, 1917) ; The hide and tallow trade 
in Alta California (to 1845 inclusive), by Mr. Theodore Gray 
(July, 1917) ; The early history of Sacramento, by Miss Doris 
Bepler (September, 1917) ; and the first paper in a series of four, 
under the general title History of mining in California, this be- 
ing entitled An Account of the %9 movement (September, 1917). 
Henceforth, one or more articles will appear in every number of 
the periodical. All are edited and provided with an introduction 
by Professor Chapman. 

Dr. Herbert I. Priestley assistant curator of the Bancroft 
Library at the University of California since 1912, has been ap- 
pointed also Assistant Professor of History in the Latin-Ameri- 
can field, in which he is conducting seminars and lectures. 

Professor William E. Manning of the University of Texas is 
absent on leave for the year 1917-1918. He is engaged in edit- 
ing the diplomatic correspondence between the United States 
and all the Latin-American countries from 1820 to 1830. The 
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work will be published by the International Law Section of the 
Carnegie Endowment at Washington, D. C. 

Dt. William Edward Dunn of the University of Texas will 
spend the year in Mexico City supervising the collection of his- 
torical manuscripts for the University bearing on Texas and the 
Southwest. The work was interrupted some years ago by the 
revolution. 

Dr. Charles H. Cunningham, who has studied several years in 
the Archives of the Indies at Seville and who has traveled ex- 
tensively in South America, is carrying on a part of the work of 
Professors Manning and Dunn at the University of Texas. 

Mr. E. W. Winkler's collection of Texas Political Party Plat- 
forms will shortly be issued as a bulletin of the University of 
Texas. 

Mrs. Mollie Macgill Rosenberg, widow of the late Henry Rosen- 
berg, widely known philanthropist, died at her home in Galves- 
ton, May 29, 1917. The News of May 30 has a sketch of her life. 

Robert Jenkins Onderdonk, an artist of National fame, who 
had been a resident of San Antonio for the past thirty-nine years, 
died at his home in that city, July 2, 1917. A sketch of his life 
and work, with photograph, was published in the Express of 
July 3d. 

David Wendel Spence, dean of engineering in the A. and M. 
College of Texas, died at Galveston, June 27, 1917. The Austin 
Statesman of June 29 contains a brief sketch of his life. 



